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Writing English in Tahano Hikamu

Set word RP GenAm RP GenAm

KIT ɪ ɪ kikk kFt  〈kit〉

DRESS e ɛ kFt ker kFt  〈dres〉

TRAP æ æ kFt kaer kFt  〈träp〉

LOT ɒ ɑ kol kFt  〈lot〉 kor kFt  〈lat〉1

STRUT ʌ ʌ kFt kFt kekFt  〈strət〉

FOOT ʊ ʊ kuf kFt  〈fut〉

BATH ɑː æ kar kFtt  〈batʰ〉 kaar kFtt  〈bätʰ〉

CLOTH ɒ ɔ~ɑ kit kol kFtt  〈klotʰ〉 kit kor kFtt  〈klatʰ〉

NURSE ɜː ɜr kaaskFt  〈nəə̄s〉 nskFt  〈ṇəs〉 ( ksk ket kFt  〈nrs〉?)2

FLEECE iː i kut koll kFt  〈flīs〉

FACE eɪ eɪ keur kFt  〈fejs〉

PALM ɑː ɑ kFr kFt  〈pam〉

THOUGHT ɔː ɔ~ɑ kaaFl t kFt  〈tʰōt〉 kFr t kFt  〈tʰat〉

GOAT əʊ o kol kFt  〈got〉

GOOSE uː u kof kFt  〈guz〉 (kolf kFt  〈gūz〉?)

PRICE aɪ aɪ kFt keer kFt  〈prajs〉

CHOICE ɔɪ ɔɪ keFl tJoj kFt  〈tʲojs〉

MOUTH aʊ aʊ kFm kFtt  〈ma͡utʰ〉

NEAR ɪə ɪr kaasl ket  〈nīr〉

SQUARE ɛə ɛr kFt ker ket  〈sk͡wer〉

START ɑː ɑr kFt kFr kFt  〈stat〉 ( kFt kFl kFt  〈stāt〉?) kFt kFr ket kFt  〈start〉

NORTH ɔː ɔr kaasl kHFt  〈nōtʰ〉 ksl ket kFtt  〈nortʰ〉

FORCE ɔː or kull kFt 〈fōs〉 kul ket kFt  〈fors〉

CURE ʊə ʊr kif kYu ket  〈kʸur〉

1 English has a lot more [ə~ʌ] than [ɑ], which is why it makes more sense to use 〈 kə* 〉 /ə/ as the inherent vowel and

to write out 〈 kər 〉 /a/ accordingly.

2 〈n〉 usually indicates retroflex consonants; the character derives from the consonant character 〈 ke〉 /ra/. In AmE,

this is basically /nɹ ɹs/, hence 〈n〉 gets repurposed here as a vowel grapheme.
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